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Keeper’s Child
ABOUT THE

BOOK

In a time not so distant from our own, the land is scarred;
the air tainted; and the desperate poor are sick and dying.

Dr. Jesse Grange has spent the last thirty years trying to rebuild his
protected city and its technology. Now he glimpses the future and sees
what may be the end of the world.

In his walled city, Jesse lives as a hero and celebrity, guardian of one of the
lost remaining safe havens on the confinent. But the mistakes of the past are catching
up to his best efforts, and with news of the failure of the latest experiment his hopes of a real future
for his people are dashed.

Beckoned by his brother, a banished Keeper of the sick, to fravel to the edge of the sea, Jessie Grange
experiences first hand the ash grey air, the bitterly cold sand, and the tainted and unduly warm ocean.

Then, as Jesse enters his brother’s house, he catches a glimpse of the girl who may be the savior and
salvation of humanity; Robin Sayers.

Robin is Desgastas, born into exile because of the genetic trap in her blood. She has lived all her short life
under her Keeper's care, absorbing both his faith and his bitterness. Now her world will change as she is

uprooted from the only home she has ever known and forced to shelter in Jesse’s sterile sanctum as
"marked" child.

There Robin will begin the battle for her life, her faith, and for the future...
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Keeper’s Child
ABOUT THE

AUTHOR

"Most of my stories have their roots in my dreams. | dream crazy, wild
dreams almost every night, and often wake up thinking: “I've got to write this
down.” Usually it's a character sketch, or a flash of imagery, rather than a real

line. | have notebooks full of pieces of dreams. I've been writing since | was a
think | started writing because | couldn’t find enough stories to read in my
genres: science fiction and fantasy. No matter what else I'm doing with my

ways writing in some form or another.” - Leslie Davis.

Leslie resides in Spokane, Washington with her husband, hundreds of paperbacks, two children and three cats.
When she is not doing renovations around the house, she spends her time practicing Yoga.

She finds free minutes to write whenever she can.
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Jesse searched his brother’s face as he stepped from the sea, hoping for any sign of welcome. From
boyhood Harold had loved the sea, had delighted in the gifts it disgorged onto the sand. Jesse remembered
running together on a warmer beach in a softer time, two boys collecting the treasures waves had given up
overnight. Now Harold"s mouth was set and hard, his eyes bitter. This delinquent brother the ocean had dared
to spit back onto his shore was apparently one gift he did not want to take back to his House.

Harold stood still on the shadowed porch of the old House, waiting. Unruffled, Jesse took measured
steps across the sand. The wind off the beach scraped across his wet skin and plucked at his scalp. It blew icy
cold, and by the time he stood under the eaves of the House goose bumps puckered his skin.

"Why did you come?" Harold asked. As if in reaction Jesse’s teeth began to chatter. He resisted the
impulse to rub at his freezing arms.

"Andy called-" Jesse began, but Harold wouldn’t let him finish.

"Are you alone?" He glanced at the boat anchored out beyond the waves. Jesse nodded. Scowling at
his brother’s nakedness, Harold shook his head and waved a hand.

"Then come inside and put some clothes on." Harold tuned his back on the sea and pulled open the
screen door. Damp corroded the latticed metal, Jesse noticed as he padded up the porch steps. Thin flakes of
rust loosened beneath Harold’s hand. More flakes shivered and fell when Jesse brushed the screen with his
shoulder.

A girl hovered in the shadows just beyond the door. Jesse was a slight man, smaller than most
cityborn half his age, but the child who watched him from the darkness was tiny. The crown of her head barely
reached Jesse’s waist.

"The disease breeds them smaller and smaller," a technician Jesse worked with had once remarked.
At the time Jesse had agreed. He had seen many sickened, stunted children. This girl was different. She
lingered just inside the screen door, regarding him with a lively curiosity. Jesse saw that she was like many of
the healthy cityborn children, slow to grow and quick to leamn.
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"Hello," he tried, and the girl watched him with bright blue eyes. She didn’t seem startled by his lack
of clothes. She would have seen nakedness before, Jesse knew. She probably wondered instead who he was
and why he ruffled the usually placid Keeper.

When he smiled at her she didn’t smile back, and when he offered his hand she didn't take it, so he
shrugged and walked past her into the depths of the House. The old building was much quieter than he
remembered, and much darker. Despite the daylight, candles burned in sconces on the faded walls. Jesse
remembered their smell. As a boy he had helped his brother make the tapers, he remembered dipping the
wicks, and the soft beeswax that burnt his fingers. Before the candles there had been electricity, no doubt the
House was still wired. Then electric lamps had burned, keeping back the long nights, and there had been hope.
Now the walls stank of mold.

Harold had vanished into the gloom of the House, so Jesse found his way on his own through the dim
hallways and into the kitchen. The room hadn’t changed. The plank tables and wooden benches that had
seated so many friends and lovers were till painted blue, and still worn smooth with use. He opened one of
the whitewashed cupboard doors, and then another. Each shelf stood empty, and when Jesse tried the kitchen
faucet the pipes squealed, dry and unforgiving.

"What did Andy want?" Harold switched subjects abruptly. "Why did you come?"
"She said Kris was dead and that she was dying. And she said you would be next."
The finger on the glass stilled. "She knew."

Briefly, Jesse felt anger. He squelched it. "Of course she knew. She knew you better than you thought,
brother. She loved you more than you wanted.” He took a breath, afraid despite his resolve. "How long? How
much more time do you have?"

"A few months. A week." Harold shrugged. "I've lived longer than most. Freer than most."

Jesse hunched forward. He looked down at the sand on his toes, and tried to swallow back the grief that
clogged his throat.

"Andy didn’t want you to take me to your city."
" don't know." Jesse admitted. "Maybe. Yes, | think maybe she did."
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