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Ghosts May Apply
David Stuart Davies

Arth onan Doyle was an accomplished practiijier of
al tale and created some classic narratj n the

the super
genre. ‘Th8 g of Thoile e, was veg uential
ancient

within the rée iy M-o i
» of a mgseum

Egyphonzchle
after closmg ifncd ‘ﬁxa " L 'G\ 1he™ 932
movie, The my, T8 ated Karloff.
Other Dgq horror gems include ‘The Brazilian L, ‘The
Terror o e John Gap’, ‘The Leather Funnel’ ‘The
Nightm @llRoom’, to name a few — stories which are pariglarly
chillingjld memorable.

It miil therefore have been a little frustrating for Doy
to be fille to involve his detective hero Sherlock Holmes i
mysterifls and frightening world. What exciting scenes, pu
scenari@ and scary moments he could have created if hg
allowedfimself this guilty pleasure. But he had estabjhed

Sherlock ive investiilbiting

not
his
ing
ad

weakening TTOIMES appeal and powers m*he invo™e him
with ghaogts and other creatures from beyond the grave where
ad no foothold. As din

logicali Imes memorably obs

‘The Sujigx Vampire’, ‘This Agjillcy stands flat-footed u the
ground jihd there it must remdil® This world is big eno for
us. No
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his readers with sugg
wo of Holmes’ cases.
pire’ it was implied

eless, Doyle did te
tural interventions i

e Hound of the Baskervilles, for some time the reader
is unsure whether the phantom beast of the title really does exist.
Even at thillimax o kes its
appearajile — ‘Fire owed
with a gillouldering Qlare, Its muzzle and hackles and dwlap
were oflined in flickering flame’ — we are still not absdiétely
certainilhat the thing is of flesh and blood and not a spiikctre
from t1§l pit. It is only when the creature howls with painjiifter
Holmefilhas shot it several times that we are assured th@ilithe
beast igRortal.

Des/@l these deceptive forays into the realms of the urjillown
Doyle c@lly stopped short of presenting the Great [Jllctive

with a re3loernatural mystery. Other writers, perhgiilecing
a niche gaf e markel ias ace of Doylg icence
and around e fon WI.» agfeWe s o rack
of ghosTEeTec &Y SETSINC T T 0‘/. theé first

ICloXme, 6 on's_hagazme. Low was
Qrly | A" cleVopgWe!| read,
Bng deductive powers with the abilit discern
others failed to do so. The marked Nlkence
bw and his Baker Street counterpart was he
ll in solving problems of a supernatural natur@ll ow
oint creation of Kate Pritchard and her son Hdileth
ished the tales under the pen name of E and H on.
was a friend and admirer of Conan Doyle anflithe

appearance g
a sleuth cg
possessing
clues w
betwee
special
was th
who p
Hesket

Holmedlinfluence on the stories is marked, especially ithe
two findilEases where Low encounters the Moriarty-like figjilfe of
Kalmark8 Imes togejiller as
an in-hrigu' P PRI N PR A N S N S A O” CO . pon
Them'.

Otheggspook sleuths followed in Low’s wake. Most notably

there Algernon Blackwemel's John Silence, w
appeard in 1908, and Carjki the Ghost Finder

by Willigh Hope Hodgson. C@hacki, who made his d
1910, i@f particular interest {illcause not all his cases

Precrder]

The material in this Sampler is restricted to copyright laws. The material in this Sampler is restricted to


Justyn
Preorder

http://www.edgewebsite.com/books/gaslightgrimoire/gg-catalog.html

0]} pajaLi1sad si Jojdwes SIY) Ul [elidjew 3yl "sme| }YbiiAdod o) pajsiiysad si J9jdwes siy) ul jerdjew ayl

scene in Very much the same way that Holmes does in many
of his cases, with a close observation of the area searching for

bin obs her in
chester e.
twentieth €enfury rolled on ofher psychic delg@tives
in the footsteps of Low, Silence and Carnacki. fkere
e and Claude Askew’s Amyler Vance, Dion Forifilhe’s
rner, A.M. Burrage’s Francis Chard and Se@ury
ules de Grandin to name but a few. None JMolly
the notoriety of Silence and Carnacki and cefillinly
oached the success of earth-bound Sherlock es.
eason for their failure to catch the imagin®n of

clues. Yo
’The Gr

As t
followe
was Al
Dr. Ta
Quinn’
achievd
none af

Maybe f

the main reader is that these fellows not only bgiilled in,

but embro®lbe idea of the B0l They ¢ Bt need

convincing fF o eTeY Y TaWTa ole vampire
< . 4 .

in the ceEr or GRFOE ATC CTiTT IO " WalS™ o sutprise
for them whegiiiag e, e Lierall/ eﬁ)peol

then of the Pries 10 The U | nature
of the ha b or supernatural event and the stranNillethods
used by psychic sleuth to alleviate the probler il hese
method @l course for the main part are invented by thefilthor
and hajiliho roots in reality. This fanciful approach tendsYglirob
the stofillé of suspense.

Whd@llis appealing about the prospect of Sherlock Hd@lines
facing fhd battling the dark forces is that he is not a belfiver.
The suf@@rnatural world is a fairy tale to him. No ghosts jlleed
apply b&ause to his mind there are no such things.

Whe bk the brglle or

fOOlhOrdy csai i Lloloooc oo oot (oo o) rOCUlO 3 I(Iﬂg

of all vamplres: Taon T ao Tings oy nam measotes. HoW8Wer, the
novel began with Holmes holding exactly the same opinions
in ‘The Sussex Vampima', decrying the idea thegmsuch
octurnal creatures e
|d be clear, even to
at the explanation

most elementary of sdiintific
such beliefs lies not 8 the
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e of weird folk-tales as
, the line between real
d brain should reject a

ral, but in the accept
s. For the simple m
lurred, but the educ
ithout hesitation.’
And, Indeed, Holmes continues to reject any such nonsense
until he encounters one of these blood-sucking fiends himself and
then is sgi®led by e that
Holmes' jfadual a atural
world o his undePstanding that cerfain rafionalities still
apply it is one of the interesting aspects of this ex§icise
in Shefckian fiction. The fact that Holmes approache@lany
problef@ which may have supernatural connotations jilvith
scepticilh and doubt adds exira inferest and tension tjilithe
narratiyl which is missing from those tales featuring jilhost
detecti It is a subtle difference but it adds a richer angilliore
engross/iillelement to the story.

Sherlo olmes has olwoys been a supremgliBothic
character W s‘rronge o aing h|mse| b ghost
from the eerl@EoN SHiTeTRITaTomG, SWhich take
place in %rlou ’:*WN i Speckled
Band’ wih b Ton - WOT_LASIOE Sheic Fﬁcﬂher
and a snq erin PPC arc glements
that coulgie been plucked from one of Edgar Poe’s
nightmagi®es. Consider also the conclusion of ‘The \@ileping
Man’ (ofiod ghost story title if there ever was one) wiiile we

have ojBpectable academic turned into a libidinous migkey,
swingiriilithrough the trees. Is this any less believable thaliilone
of Carrjilicki’s poltergeists?

The

ant

oint | am making is that in reality it is not too

a step @ take Holmes and Watson into the twilight jbrld
of the Wpernatural — Doyle brought them close to J on
several & ill functiogilas a
defective, sumpasigaiCisoasancsoineisaiagais dcducti@ns, the

Mrit add ™M extra

introduction or d Wereworr or an avenging
frisson toghe Baker Street scenario.

Doy/had to defend him
the sto in his final collecti
Holmesflllacked the freshnes
tales. explained that in re

that
lock
rlier
the

when critics observ
, The Casebook of S
nd ingenuity of the
ting the basic formula
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re was bound to be
dness which was in
k how much more

able. If that was the ca
osite it is to all the p
of the great man'’s
an attempt to replicate Doyle’s style and approach, so many
pastiches end up being pale imitations with that awful sense
of repetit@® ‘Grea id you
know |'vilust been ad a
romantig@iaison withirene Adler/|ust shot your brother Mygkoft.’
Holmeglill smirk and say, ‘Elementary, Watson, you're wllring
a new [Maistcoat/there is billiard chalk on the index findil of
your lefllhand/there is lipstick on your earlobe, the hue of \lich
is pecujlllr to Miss Adler/l saw a bullet with Mycroft’s namgill on
your diilsing room table this morning.” We've read thqilind

of stuff @Rundred times before. The formula needs per up.
And md giving Holmes a taste of the supernaturg just
the fillip ed. Of course it has been tried before ecent

years there en 0 volupaes ecraftian e

Panzas,
Shadows ove IZUL L OO o \ stab at
Holmes The Ak ary )y, %0( ior*&alled

Ghosts in Bojdlifad ‘Uv- l-..f" g o‘\* s&ories

were penng rite 0 befl® pression,
were havi go at a Holmes tale unlike the authd aotured
in this voiille who are very well-versed in the world o rlock
Holmesjilld Doctor Watson and so can effectively b/S8l the

world @Baker Street with the world of the unknown.\gilkcan
guaranii® you a good time here. Expect a few shivers {ilbng
the wa

Hovilllvill Holmes cope with things that go bump in the rilht?
Well yolll have to read the stories to find out, but let me jllave
you witlhis thought. What better detective is there to jllelve
into the the superjiitural
than the Qneswhescuiiiomicsuaiveysae-n: VB you

emains *"M®wever

have eliminated e TMpossiole, wnareve
improballe must be the truth.’
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Lo ticaolllotiLan

An Introductory Rumination on Stories for
Which the World Is Not Yet Prepared
Charles V. Prepolec

Never 8 es‘rimoTe Yo af the fanig

impressionald ""mm“\ ( Ou never

quite kn@W whe} ou=dn the

ass. In my cg / w 1\ o (%sllgh’r

Grimoire: | BTic Ta es free to

on an

hold the |6t Alfred Hitchcock, Homer (the Gree yp, not
Simpson exander Korda, Stan “The Man” Lee, Le Dent,
Ray Hogausen, Creature Feature presentations on day

afterno@@® television, Otto Penzler, Hammer Films a of
course llirthur Conan Doyle accountable for the book yo@low
hold infllour hands. Although, to be perfectly fair, H. G. \glls,

Jules ne, R. L. Stevenson, Bram Stoker, and Greek m{lh in
general@hould probably shoulder some of the blame tog@@but
for nowile’ll stick to the shortlist. You see, as an only Jild, |
spent a & ever | coJ find

fhem — an T N A IV T I A T A ere!

Hitchgock’s Three Investigators (okay, Hitch himself is off the
hook sifile he didn't write a ongaef them) were probably g first
exposuriilio slightly scary mysi@lles. Well, at least someflif the
covers Vilre sort of scary. One §ibt had a glowing disem@lldied
head ot that had to be safel\ilut away before the lighifilwent
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y thanks to those fine fi
folks who, if memory
licably responsible {8 making me aware of
| was still under 1 ars of age) for messi
my young mind! Right about the same time, through a chunky
paperback book found in my school library, Greek myth popped
into my |ij@ith Jas dtoa
far too e reading s and
the clevgl Odysseusecame early heroes. My sense o1 Ygeroic
fantasyfMeroes and their heroic deeds, was forming, altflugh
a stran@ fear of cannibals was lurking in there somewherdlioo.
Thank MU again Scholastic. At about the same time | als@iihad
my firsiilrush with Sherlock Holmes. | found myself readinfl he
Hound il the Baskervilles, but at the time | didn't find it {jilibly
engagifillond didn't finish it. Anyhow, that Greek myth rest
was fu fuelled when Ray Harryhausen’s Jason the

bedroom each night
Books (the same fi

Argonauf ed up on television. Harryhausen's stgiiotion
animation magical e es that hg iously
only existed T g, ST S el IO oing fo
be taken®® sec PN SIS (10T TrYeu 2 al asmllways
been my.Tav UahME 1o L ‘\ ecﬁ took
me back tq Bnder ] _ gsfelele ow that

asy. It
d the
er’s

kid

Br load for skewing this kid’s idea o
t magical thing | had ever seen, and if
ever in Conrad Veidt's Jaffar! He made Tom
ra seem like a boy scout by comparison. WP
ant to be Sabu?

was the
was the
best villg
Prince
would

So

h a major itch for heroic fantasy, | did what most @leky

kids wallld do, start reading comic books and developinflithe
first stodls of ‘collector’s mania’. The Mighty Thor, Ironjan,
Dr. Stran L en, and ¢l and

. o ool conaucc  Sio o P
on went theskisisiu Sigaskeesaad o ot tofiihswer

for when hE had e 1aed 1o miuse e nreowsuperhcd™ooks
of the 1250s with the soap opera antics of romance comics.
Can yo@lay addiction? | kne u could. It was all theqgarfect
fodder {ilfuel my fascination heroic fantasy figures.flalso
led me @ discover the world @8pulp heroes in a round@bout
way. At §i time, the mid-19704Marvel was producing ajihe of
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omics and amongst th
Incidentally, there was
daptation of The Ho of the Baskervilles in
hich was my second #®sh with Sherlock Holm&#
pictures Nelped, but | still wasn't terribly impressed. Through

that Doc Savage magazine | discovered the near perfect heroic
fantasy ciiBcter. D_yfhing
I'd encojilftered up I i h ) from
Greek nilith, with bfonzed skin and freaky gold eyes, fssed
with o [lliant mind, surrounded by a band of lesser h@boes,
each their own scientific specialty and had adverflires
that alist always had a huge fantasy element. Suddenlyjiised
bookst@iles entered my life as part of the quest to accunjillate
as maflof the Doc Savage paperback reprints that | jluld

black o white magazine size
Doc Sojllge: The Man of Bron

get my ds on. It became an all-consuming passion. ust
have be@riving my poor parents nuts with my obsesgil@ but
they thouSillkeading was good for me (can’t imagine t they
would hav8 de of the Ras e John Ng s Gor
series | wos SENEe T e e e_igdulged me in
my inTergs. | :’00 #::W:’s 0/ g thém to
drive me sorg o Ul cour

24 4. e X I@

¥ of EQ BRSNOp
cumulate about 102 of the paperbd®
g on to another obsession, but not beford

entually
Rorints,

pding

the virgin tg
managed
before

Phil Fojr's curious Doc Savage bio Doc Savadi His
Apocaljilic Life and being introduced to the inbred wiillers
of his \Wlld-Newton family tree. Suddenly there was a t/{illad,

tenuous; tying together all these fantastic ficilinal
ind look, there on a low branch is that Sherlock H@lines
. | also discovered The Avenger, The Spider al of
course, fbe Shadow! Like Doc Savage, | first encountercfl The
Shadow were pujiiished
by DC bo A VNV I L . VT e AN e”'s Sfo c Ond
more impaortanty IKe Raluta s unsurpasse® artworld the
trick. “Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of men2” became
my catciilhrase. Rarely got an gmswer to that one, but
| know ut ‘evil” or ‘the healillof men'2 | was a 12y
kid andilihe Shadow was coofl So cool that when |
him in @®ook called The PrivafllLives of Spies, Crime Fi

howevd
heroes

guy ag
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and Of Penzler, and discovere
with The Shadow, | ghply had to have it Wh
hapter was pretty thil | was introduced to a
new gefie that captured my gination, however fl
The detective in print and film had entered my life...and there
was that Sherlock Holmes guy again. | can recall being quite
taken wit{iiphoto agun
on the gjifesquely ' yriarty,
but littlefiilse.

Unf@unately my detective interest was immedfiitely
sidetroflled by another book, Alan Frank’s The bvie
Treasurfl Monsters and Vampires with a garish cover ijilge
of Chrilpher Lee being staked. Suddenly | wanted jillsee
monstefilovies, and lots of them. Happily every Sgilfday
afternoofileere was a Creature Feature program on tgiilision
to feed particular craving. More importantly j d the
added bent sending e be |iterature Bed up
reading Dro kTG G Coce O yir. Hyde,
The Hunaboc ‘fm,l% non-GrOY,
The Houte ol " BREEETEER T BREN I, The
War of the ds, [Mne o wWhes pws how
many hogl@nthologies edited by the late Peter g. My
interest @ tasy had shifted away from the bright clehiny,
clean c@illeroes of childhood and drifted down the dafgaslit
alleys ilhe macabre. Comic books grew less importafiliand
gave to somewhat more esoteric reading materials§illup,
you gUlBsed it; puberty had begun to work its own pef@liar
magic![llexual repression seemed to be the order of the djilé as
my fani@y worlds began to take on a distinctly Victorian tinille. It
seemed@® me that the era was simply one big heavily pop fiited
playgro rers, ond anks
to Hoamm giiskiise@iuiciersiOnmappRaicn Bd an
awful lot [iIRE€! ISTopner tee or rerer Mushing.

that
ert’s
ey’s
ost

nt all over the map
true crime thrillers, H

f the Rings, Anne McC
, the concept of an
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world remained firmly |
years came to an end
elf in a comic shop. Bri
the rac tly painted image of S
Holmes standing in a graveyard. It was the cover of the first
issue of Renegade Press’” Cases of Sherlock Holmes. The text
was Congioyle’s anied
by the wglderfully a Dan
Day. W@l that Peter"Cushing's tace staring out ai mec< Yes, it
was, alfough in the next panel it was Basil Rathbone’sgand

in the [lihe after that John Barrymore. Hmm, that Vicijkian
playgrdilind concept was flashing back into my mind so | pjiked
it up, t home and read it. Here was that Sherlock Hd@lines

out
ool,
ived
used
erlock

kept running across, but largely ignored, thro
bod. Sherlock Holmes, turned out to be cal
rger than life fantastic hero and best of all,
en fantasyland. By the next day | was 4
g for o caa Adventures

guy thd
my chil
insightf
in my Vi
bookstore

Holmes. | fo ‘w\ S B0 nC e \WOord d Holmes
she was @iways 3 m ' s oumdering
after a -y .

ad 4ifce w LY ﬁeﬁ and

completely Bd. B Preter g’s The
Sherlock | es Scrapbook and discovered there whole
world ofj¥rlock Holmes related material out there, ding
somethifcalled a pastiche. Back to the used book4ilps |
went. il Saberhagen’s The Holmes-Dracula File fell ifg my
hands, ren D. Estleman’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Holmes follilved
suit, thdl Manly Wade Wellman's Sherlock Holmes’s War @ithe
Worldsilland oh look, Phil Farmer’s Wold-Newtonry was jllock
in my @ with The Adventure of the Peerless Peer. Appafiintly
| wasn'he only one who thought the Victorian era JiBs a

literary 1 o, a clasgl® one
thf ,-mmmmmm || my C OOCJ

interests, s€rvea as d guide mrougn mis nignimare woe® [o be
sure, soge of it was truly dire in terms of quality writing, but it

was thejillost fun I'd had in o |igmime of reading, and fuges the
key to rfainment.
Flasiforward some 20-o@@ years and here | arjl still
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in my Victorian fan
world of Sherlock H
ry vantage point proyiilles, the idealized Victori
Edwardig@ world Sherlock H s inhabits is to the
reader, in its own way, as strongly realized and alien a fantasy
setting as Jolkien’s Middle Earth or Baum’s Oz and just as much
fun! Gos g Crim o iefaniestienalesiohShenackbiolm: - |
| hope, glmmunica been
enjoyingllll these yelirs.

having

Thrqllghout this rambling rumination |'ve made menti@h of
a num@r of Conan Doyle’s contemporaries and succdiors
who willked the rich vein of fantasy fiction. In the stories Jiad
you willlerhaps find echoes from some of their works ofiheir
charac The connection may be very subtle or it mojme
through\ld and clear as it does in Barbara Hambly’s ‘S Lost

Boy”, a 8 weet tale of Sherlock Holmes and J. \illlrrie’s
Peter Pan. idering Coocuals g0 ne-time Dration
and longtimé %’ MUNETT iy ng point
for our coMectid reT Scquome / Arrael’ is a
cautionary tq 4"‘ 0, , ‘Yi" ORgis on’s

translation ¥ Book Nights A Night,
which dri ome the adage that you should be COglll what
you wis as Watson appears to have brought ho ore
than a from his time in Afghanistan. Barbara en’s

“The Ti@lgs That Shall Come Upon Them” contains oflfirst
pairingil Holmes with a classic ‘psychic detective’, in thigillase
Hesket{@@Prichard’s groundbreaking Flaxman Low. Holme$ind
Low bojl find themselves investigating, from decidedly difiilkent
persped@@es, strange occurrences in a house that is sure 8 be
familiar§ readers of M. R. James’ “The Casting of the Rfilles”.
The Flax bt Conan [Jiyle’s
direct inflygiCesOReGeconi@MPOIGasHReELe  SOricgiDedan
appearing M PEarson s magazing m 1070, 158 than o Y& after
Hesketh-Prichard met Conan Doyle at a writer’s dinner. Another,
earlier, {iliter’s dinner was also ganeeting point for Conaggloyle
and Osjillr Wilde, who's The Pjillure Of Dorian Gray, s s to
cho in M.J. Elliott’s il he Finishing Stroke”, risly

gone wrong. Martinfllowell brings in Conan [llyle’s

Proorder)

The material in this Sampler is restricted to copyright laws. The material in this Sampler is restricted to


Justyn
Preorder


http://www.edgewebsite.com/books/gaslightgrimoire/gg-catalog.html

0]} pajaLi1sad si Jojdwes SIY) Ul [elidjew 3yl "sme| }YbiiAdod o) pajsiiysad si J9jdwes siy) ul jerdjew ayl

eorge Edward Challe
ed adventure tale tha
lled “Sherlock Hol in the Lost World”.
d A. F (Chico) Kidd"®The Grantchester Gri
Holmes meets his second ‘psychic detective’. In this case it is
arguably the best known, and certainly best loved, example of
the breedjiilliom _inder.
Kennett jiFd Kidd | [ ighly
recom ded collefion of Carnacki pasfiche avallobleY@nder
the titlefillo. 472 Cheyne Walk (Ash-Tree Press 2002). Ini&The
Strang@@Affair of the Steamship Friesland”, a direct follof-up
to “Th@lFive Orange Pips”, journalist Peter Calamai prefiénts
Holme@lvith a unique method of correcting an early fjillure
after c@ulting a certain familiar doctor with an addgi in
South ood. Lewis Carroll’s Alice may have disapjired

info and world, but any comparison with J. R. Coj®ell’s
“The Ent d” stops right there, as the girl in this stq eams
of nothing ould be desas ga\\'onderla aging
Watson find

-iars BRG strong
.&‘““ T""‘% / r

remembrances M e=dntold
iale of Merg hA’ ﬂw \ osrivo’re
investigato es finds
himself fq |th a corpse that won't stay olown rns to

the greg detective still living for help, bringing ether
influen as widely removed as Bram Stoker and [{ghiell
Hoammdlin Bob Madison’s humorous and hardboiled@liory
“Red Sjillset”. Our final entry takes a decidedly differeriillurn
in that @herlock Holmes is nowhere to be found; insteadilKim
Newmd@ has Professor Moriarty, along with Colonel Miilian,
wagingl® highly personal and often hilarious War OfiThe
Worlds f&“The Red Planet League”.

Af fhe T VAN S S P PP Ond WQ ering

introductio ondered wnat the impadct of r@ntastic M&Won on
an impregsionable child, might be? Well, now you know, in my
case it flentually led to the cymmtion of the book you [
your hajills. A little horror, a littiiloulp-style thriller, a littl
book a@Eenture, a little ghost/{pook story, a little bit
and hof@fully a whole lot of fullll Not your traditional se
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k Holmes stories by iy means, but what is 1§ fun
ter all, as Watson n in The Speckled Bandjl..he
associate himself any investigation whill did
wards the unusual even the fantastic...” @@ why

should wee
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